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N FROM THE
N PASTOR

We came up over Snoqualmie Pass on January 13. We had spent the previous night in Kennewick and had driven
through fog and drizzle that morning all the way to the pass. We were on the last leg of our journey across the conti-
nental U.S., having enjoyed the hospitality of family and friends along the way, some of them who are just starting
new pastorates of their own. Our families and some of you were especially concerned about snow and ice, but re-
markably we had sunshine and clear roads most of the way.

Q\xoi\ Fi itse ¢,

I heard a lot of concern about going through the pass, the last geographical milestone of our journey, possibly needing
chains for our tires. Ikept checking the Snoqualmie webcams and the weather forecasts, but it was hard to predict
what we might encounter. As we approached the summit, we were surrounded by fog. Adding to the drama, my cell
phone rang. It was our rep from the moving company back in New England. Ikept my eyes glued to the road as he
and I talked. (I now know it is against state law.) And then, just as we mounted the summit of the pass, the clouds
and fog completely cleared. The mountains that had been hidden seconds before were now remarkably clear and
sparkling in the sun. We were stunned by the beauty of the Cascades all around us. We kept craning our necks to see
out through all corners of the windshield as we descended into the valley. The sunshine carried us all the way into
the Seattle suburbs.

You and I have begun a journey together that began together with a long-distance cell phone conversation in late July
and continued, with the faithful care of the Search and Call Committee, through a visit in mid-September and that
wonderful candidating week in October, and then a cross-country drive. And now we are finally here! These are the
landmarks we have already passed, and there are plenty more to come.

We are grateful for all of your prayers that have sustained us along the way, for all of the hospitality and kindness you
have shown and for Sunday’s joyous service and remarkably smooth Annual Meeting. We are excited to get to know
FCCB, as individuals, families and as a congregation.

Just as the sun was shining up above, even if the weather around us was clear, rainy or foggy, God’s love has been
shining on all of us in this journey. As we go further, I wonder where the mountain passes will be that help us break
through to new opportunities. I wonder where the rest areas will need to be to allow us to pause, prepare and take
stock of what we’re doing together. I wonder what new territory there is to discover. I wonder how all of us will be
changed by the journey and our relationships with one another. Wherever it takes us, I pray that we let God be at the
center of this new adventure, this new leg of the journey, shining through all that we do together.

In faith,

Kent
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CLASSES

i\ LIVING THE QUESTIONS: This on-going class meets from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Tues-

N day evenings of each month in Room 11. Each class session relates to one of a series of 21 Christian faith
issues. Each session consists of (after a pre-reading at home of 2-3 pages) a 20 minute CD presentation of
commentary on the designated issue by 6 or 7 out of 16 well respected religious scholars, including several

x UCC persons, followed by a class discussion relating to the commentaries and sharing of personal viewpoints.
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As each class session is complete within itself, it does not require an interested person to attend each and
every session. For this reason, the class wishes to welcome any interested newcomers.

4

N The titles of the remaining sessions of this series are as follows:
#14—Reclaiming the World #18—Prayer: Intimacy With God
#15—A Kingdom Without Walls #19—Compassion: The Heart of Jesus’ Ministry

#16—Social Justice: Realizing God’s Vision #20—Creative Transformation
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x For additional information and/or copies of the pre-session reading material,
contact Bob or Pat Styer at 676-2585.
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#17—Incarnation: Divinely Human #21—Embracing Mystery
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ALL IN THE FAMILY

This section has been sent via email to those that receive the news-
letter by email.
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If you would like to receive the
Full Circle by email please
contact the office at 734-3720
or at office @fccb.net and let us

know!
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YOU HAVE A NUMBER...

If you donate regularly to the church you have a number
regardless of whether you pledge or not. If you requested
envelopes, please pick them up in the Narthex. Postcards
for people who don’t need envelopes are located in the
Narthex as well. Your giving number is listed on the la-
bel. Please assist the tellers by putting your number on
your donations/checks to the church. Thank you!

WANTED: Ushers and Greeters

& Sign' up for ushering apd greeting in the
coming months by going to the sign up

sheet in the Narthex. Diaconate mem-

bers will send reminders and instructions

shers@ to those who request them. Look for our
Greeters display!

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE: As of January 25, we
have received 207 pledges totaling $411,626.
$17,134 is from pledge increases. Please remember
to turn your pledge card in. Thank you!

SANCTUARY FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY
February 7:  Carol & Dominic Garguile
February 14: Flowers Needed
February 21: LENT, No flowers needed
February 28: LENT, No flowers needed

FULL CIRCLE DATES FOR FEBRUARY

Deadline Date Mailing Date
February 3 February 10
February 17 February 24
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: VALENTINE BAKE SALE :

@ Hearts will flutter! Taste buds will twirl! The annual ™
Discovery Circle Valentine Bake Sale is coming on

@ Sunday, February 14. A tempting array of delicate ¢

@ cakes, festive cookies and luscious candies will daz- @

¥ zle your eyes and please your palates. \ 4
* Remember, Valentine’s Day is no ordinary day. *
v Celebrate with extraordinary treats created just for :
o Yo by the acclaimed cooks of Discovery Circle. v
\AAAAAAAALAAAAALAAALAAAAAA DA

through July. Thank you for your support!

DO YOU HAVE ANY ALUMINUM CANS? The high school
youth are collecting cans and other aluminum products such as
foil, to turn in to the recycling plant in exchange for money for
their summer mission trip. You can drop your donation off at
church Monday through Friday (you can find the collection box
in the closet near the offices) or put it in the yellow box by An-
gela’s office on Sunday mornings. We are accepting cans now

PNC NEWS

The latest edition of the Pacific NW Con-
ference News is online: You can find it at

the Conference’s website www.pncucc.org
or at http://www.thefigtree.org/pncnews/

pncnews.html.

STEPHEN MINISTRY TRAINING

In February 2010, the Stephen Ministry Leadership of FCCB will begin a training program for people who have ex-
pressed an interest in becoming Stephen Ministers. These training sessions will be held on Wednesday evenings
from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and will cover approximately 12 weeks.

Allowance has been made for special dates—such as Ash Wednesday and Holy Week—to be excluded from this
schedule. The planning will depend on how much time is actually needed to cover the necessary topics required to

prepare each participant to be able to feel comfortable in their role as a Stephen Minister.
Feb. 10: The Art of Listening

Feb. 24: Distinctively Christian

Mar. 3:  Assertiveness ®

If some of these topics look interesting to you, consider signing up for Stephen Ministry training and find out if this
might be an area in which you have some special gifts that can be used in helping others find their way through a
rough place in their lives.

To learn more, contact one of our Stephen Leaders: Donna Romjue (752-1747) Libby Weiss (756-2062) and Pat Styer
(676-2585).

Some of these dates and topics are:
Feb. 3:  Person of the Caregiver; Feelings: Yours, Mine and Ours



MEN’S RETREAT

Join with other men of the PNW Conference UCC and beyond for a weekend of inspiration, music, laughter, inter-
active creativity, worship, discussion & reflection with resource leader Michael Stern, February 19 to 21, 2010 at
Pilgrim Firs. For registration information, go to www.pnwmen.org.

WOMEN’S RETREAT

Save the date for the Northwest Women’s Retreat “Come to the Oasis” on November 5th, 6th and 7th , 2010 at
Kah-Nee-Ta in Warm Springs, Oregon. This is always a wonderful opportunity to connect with other women of
the UCC. Watch for more details in an upcoming Full Circle.
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Church Council Highlights
January 11, 2010
Stewardship update: 206 pledges = $410,000 with between 50 and 55 pledges increased.
Budget discussion: Budget Committee asked for Council guidance for allocating additional funds received. Commit-
tee recommends a portion be used to fund organist vacation replacement ($310), add $1,500 to Interfaith Coali-
tion (total $5,000), and add $500 for special music. Approximately $8,000 remains.

Council actions:

MSP: Add $1,750 to OCWM Basic Support (total $20,000)

MSP: Not transfer money from major maintenance to fund general operating budget
MSP: Add $5,000 to building repair/maintenance fund

MSP: Add $1,250 to pastor compensation package (total $66,250)

MSP: Any new money coming in, up to $3,300, add to pastor compensation package (Conference Guidelines), next
$1,000 to building repair/maintenance, additional money to OCWM Basic Support

Budget Committee requests streamlining the operating budget.
MSP: Mission include only Local Mission Support, Interfaith Coalition, Supplies
MSP: Delete ONA line items (no longer an ONA Committee)

Pastoral Relations Committee:
Committee requests consideration of its proposal for 2010 Budget and Future Financial Discussions. Council will
review implications and recommendations from PRC Committee.

MSP: Form group consisting of Pastor Kent, Pastor Savage, Moderator, PRC Chair and Search and Call Chair to
make recommendations for transition plan from pastor to pastor.

Church Treasurer:

MSP: Clarify Church Constitution so that Church Treasurer is a voting member of Church Council.
Annual Meeting:

MSP: Present Board of Mission, Justice & Social Concerns request to shorten its name to “Board of Mission and Jus-
tice” at Annual Meeting if exception allowed for notification requirements.

MSP: Accept report of Nominating Committee
Resolution of Appreciation to Max Legg and Ann Whitmyer for their incredible work on all three Capital Campaigns.
Year End Financial Report:

Total Income $485,048.65
Total Expenses $477.524.59
Difference $ 7,524.06
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MOTHER / DAUGHTER RETREAT AT FCCB February 26-27, 2010: It has become
our tradition to gather as grandmothers, mothers, aunties, daughters and sisters for a re-
treat. All women and girls of our faith community are invited to join us for a time of joy
and laughter, wisdom shared and God celebrated. There will be group time, sharing, crafts,
worship, singing, and of course manicures as we nurture the sacred bonds of relationship.
This year we will again be joined by the women of the United Church of Ferndale. Regis-
tration forms are available on the Information Table in the Narthex. Registration fee $25
for one, $40 for two, $55 for three and $70 for four (please contact Sharry Nyberg for
scholarship information). Deadline February 21.

Please register me/us for the 2010 Mother—Daughter Retreat:

Retreat Fee

I Names: $25 for one
Address: $40 for two

$55 for three

$70 for four

Phone: e-mail:

Make Checks to: FCCB
Return completed form to the church office with the registration fee by February 21.
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LENTEN SERIES HELP A CERI BACER I BACED

The Board of Adult Ministries is planning four Lenten LL] “As a Just Peace church, members embody not “"'f‘”
Classes, on the four Wednesdays in March (3rd, 10th, a Christ who touched history only tangentially
17th and 20th.) but a Christ fully engaged in human events as
Each evening we will need four people to assist with /_\LL]the fulfillment of God’s promise to befriend the }
the dinner: people.”

One person to come about an hour early to \*)-‘ A Just Peace Church — page 59

assist in setting tables, etc. J T T T
One person to help with serving. Q"t_%@' f%@ f%@
One person to help with cleanup.

One person to run the dishwasher. If you would like more information about “A Just Peace
We also need pe()p]e to bring soup each Wednesday_ Church” please check out a copy from our library or visit
If you can help out on any of these tasks please contact ~ the UCC website at http://www.ucc.org/justice/
Bette Keller, 734-9855 or bitkeller @earthlink.net peacemaking/a-just-peace-church-1.html,

HOMELESSNESS PROGRAM #3, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 11:15 IN OUR SANCTUARY

The Board of Adult Ministries is excited to bring UCC pastor, the Rev. Craig Rennebohm, D.Min., to FCCB for our
third presentation on Homelessness. Craig Rennebohm, D.Min., is Chaplain with the Mental Health Chaplaincy in
Seattle. His pioneering work with the homeless mentally ill community is known around the U.S. and overseas. He
has taught and presented in many local, national, and international settings, and he served for ten years with an inter-
national, interfaith working group on Spirituality and Social Work active during and after hostilities in Croatia and
Bosnia-Hercegovina. He serves currently on the national advisory board of NAMI Faithnet and the Board of Direc-
tors of the United Church of Christ Disabilities Ministries.

Recipient of many awards and honors for his work, including the Tipper Gore Award of the National Council of
Health Care for the Homeless, Craig’s book, Souls in the Hands of A Tender God, written with David Paul, chroni-
cles uplifting stories of his experiences with the homeless and dispossessed. He is in demand as a speaker, teacher,
and consultant. We are fortunate that he has agreed to come to Bellingham to share his experiences with us.

© ©
FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

LABYRINTH: Join facilitators Sharry Nyberg, Brenda Nicholson and Bobbi Virta on Thursday, February 4
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. for an open labyrinth walk when our theme will be “Welcoming the World”. The laby-
rinth is also available for walking during the week in the Chapel when the church office is open.

CREATIVE CONNECTIONS: Looking for a chance to gather in community while making new friendships
and tapping into your creative side? You are invited to join us on Saturday, February 6 from 10 to 12 p.m. in
the Mt. Baker Room . Bring a project you are currently working on or come help assist Mary Chaney in creating
a piece of liturgical art for the Sanctuary. For more information contact Sharry 734-3720.

BOOK CLUB: The Daytime Book Club meets the first Tuesday of each month at 9:30 a.m. in the Fireplace
Room for refreshments and fellowship followed by a book discussion. The book we will be discussing at our
next meeting on February 2 will be Old School by Tobias Wolff. For more information contact Kathleen
McGuinness at 733-1251.

AROUND THE CHURCH

BOARD MEMBER BINDERS: If you have just ended your term on a Board, please return your
binder, with contents please!, to the office. Then we can pass it on to new Board members. If you
are staying on your board please keep your binder and we will pass out any new information you
need. Thank you!

WEAR YOUR NAME TAG: In an effort to help Pastor Kent and Robert get to know people of this [ulA s
church, please make a conscious effort to wear your name tag at Sunday services and all events at the
church. This will also help us all learn each other's names!

! llN EN0 M0 Ml EN0 Ml M0 Ml END ENN Ml ENN END Ml Ml ElN ElN END Ml END ENN END END '.J!
i FCCB’S GOT TALENT! The 2010 edition of our talent show and “Comfort Foods” potluck is scheduled for .
Friday, February 5, 2010. We are looking for presentations from all ages, young through most mature. Get i
i your act together and sign up in the Narthex, or contact Kate Eifrig or Bruce Camblin. We love “discovering” !
j new talents and sharing other peoples gifts, whether it is music, dance, poetry, watercolors, crafts, etc.! There :
* will be a display area for visual arts too. (Simon will not be judging, so come out and share!) A
i THE “COMFORT FOODS” POTLUCK begins this fun evening at 6:00 p.m. so dig out the recipe for one of .
your old favorites. Sign up in the Narthex and prepare a written story about your “Comfort Food” choice to be i
i printed and shared. We want to hear all about “Prune Pudding”, “Corn Soup”, or your rendition of “Tuna Casse- !
role”. The alphabetically listed assignments are suggested, (Main dish F-K, Vegetable L-R, Salad S-Z, Dessert A-
* E), and cross-overs are allowed. !
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CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS

children and youth will gather as a community in the

entines to send to our college youth and home bound
members and friends and then rejoin their families in
the Sanctuary for communion. If you have a college

preciate a valentine, please email Sharry
(sharry @fccb.net) their current MAILING address so

thinking of them.

Church School Gathers: On Sunday, February 7 the

Social Hall following Time with Children to create val-

youth in your family or know someone who would ap-

we can send them a valentine and let them know we are

YOUTH NEWS

Jan. 31, 1-3:15 p.m.: All youth: Come help out with
the Community Meal. Meet in the gym at Assumption
Catholic Church and be ready to serve meals. Hope to
see you there!

Feb. 7, 6:00-7:30 p.m. All youth: Field trip to United
Church of Ferndale to connect and play games with the
youth at their church!

ANGELA’S NEW OFFICE HOURS: Angela will be
in the office on Tuesdays from 9-1p.m., Thursdays
from 4-6:30 p.m., and Fridays from 8-12 p.m.

SUPER BOWL SUB SANDWICHES! The youth
will be selling Italian sub sandwiches for Super
Bowl Sunday to support their Mexico mission trip.
The cost is $6 and each meal comes with chips and a
drink. Meat and vegetarian options available. The
youth will take pre-orders in the Narthex through
Sunday, January 31. (Sandwiches will be made
fresh on Super Bowl Sunday and ready for pick-up
after worship.)

ENCOURAGEMENT CARDS FOR AMANDA
KNOX: Just a reminder that Angela is collecting
encouragement cards to send to Amanda Knox, the
22-year-old UW student who was sentenced to 26
years in an Italian prison. Please consider making or
buying a card and writing a short note for Amanda.
The cards will be mailed on February 1, so please be
sure to get your card to Angela by that time. You
can bring your card by the church office or place it
in the black mail box on the wall by Angela’s office.
Thanks!

DO YOU HAVE EXTRA PERSONAL
HYGIENE SUPPLIES? The youth
group is partnering with Interfaith Coali-
tion to collect and distribute these sup-
plies through Project Homeless Connect.
It is a one day event on March 4 that
reaches out to homeless people in our
community and seeks to link them with services, provide
medical and dental screenings, free haircuts, and other ser-
vices. About 500 homeless people attended the event last
year.

We are seeking donations of shampoo, soap, combs, razors,
toothbrushes, toothpaste and feminine hygiene products. If
you have small shampoos and soap from your hotel stays,
please consider donating them. You can drop off your dona-
tions at the church office until February 21.

SAVE THE DATE: Lenten Classes are March 3rd,
10th, 17th and 24th. Watch for more information in
the next Full Circle.

INTERFAITH NOTES

THANK YOU TO LARRY GREEN - INTERFAITH COALITION’S ANGEL!

Those stained glass angels in the window of the church office and the creches you see at Christmas time -- they are
the work of Larry Green, who donates the proceeds from the sale of his artistry to Interfaith Coalition to support
housing for homeless families and health care for people in need. Larry’s been creating the angels for 10 years. In
addition to the angels and creches, he’s donated tiffany-style lamps for auctioning at Interfaith’s annual fundraising
event. The total he’s raised for Interfaith Coalition is a whopping $21,000! Thank you, Larry. And thank you to all
who support Interfaith Coalition and the coalition’s work in the community by purchasing his angels.

INTERFAITH’S “BURST OF SPRING” IS THE FIRST OF SPRING

Interfaith Coalition’s annual spring auction is upon us. Plan to enjoy a fun evening and generously support programs
that provide housing to homeless families, health care to all in need, and outreach to isolated seniors. The coalition’s
biggest fundraising event of the year is Saturday, March 20, beginning at 5:30 p.m. at the Lakeway Inn & Con-

ference Center in Bellingham. This year’s theme is “A Burst of Spring in the Garden of Hope.” Tickets now on sale
cost $40 per person. Cost includes a sit-down dinner.

You also may support the event by contributing an item to be auctioned. If you can provide a service, have a vacation
home, or enjoy entertaining, then you have something to offer that would raise money that evening to assist local peo-
ple in need. The coalition also is seeking financial support to help underwrite the auction.

For more information or to make a donation, please call Interfaith Coalition of Whatcom County at 734-3983 or send
an email to info@interfaith-coalition.org.

FRIENDLY VISITORS OFFER FRIENDSHIP TO ISOLATED SENIORS

Humans are social creatures, most of us hardwired for friendship and close relationships. Studies prove our need for
social connection and document the health consequences of loneliness. Interfaith Coalition’s Friendly Visitors pro-
gram offers compassionate volunteers the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of isolated seniors throughout
Whatcom County. Sessions to train volunteers for making one-on-one weekly visits in seniors’ homes are offered
monthly. Upcoming dates are Tuesday, Feb. 23 from 6 to 9 p.m., Tuesday, March 23 from 1 to 4 p.m., or
Wednesday, April 21 from 6 to 9 p.m. Please call the Friendly Visitors office at 756-5179 to reserve a space at any
of these sessions.

YOU’RE INVITED TO THE INTERFAITH COALITION CHOIR FEST
Our church choir will be performing with ten other choirs in an Interfaith Coalition Choir Fest on Saturday, Febru-
ary 20 at 1:00 p.m. Individual performances by each choir will culminate in the performance of two compositions
by a combined choir of more than 275 voices. This wonderful concert of inspirational music will be held at Assump-
tion Catholic Church, 2116 Cornwall Avenue, in Bellingham. An offering to support the coalition's programs, which
assist local people in need, will be accepted gratefully.
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77 To Council Members, Committee Chairs, Board Chairs & Staft: g

77 Please reserve Sunday, February
'z 21st, from 11:30 to 4:30 for a Lead-
o ership Retreat. We will meet at the

church, do bag lunches, connect with
™ each other and determine our focus
77 for the coming year. We will NOT
<'= meet for Council on the 22nd.

<z Janet Ott

ING
retreat
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First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

An Open & Affirming Congregation
2401 Cornwall Avenue
Bellingham, WA 98225-3414

Date: January 27, 2010

CHURCH CALENDAR
February 1
9:00 AM  Shalom Circle
4:00 PM  Exercise Group
February 2
9:30AM  Book Club
7:00 PM  Pilgrim Circle

February 3— Full Circle Deadline

4:00 PM  Exercise Group
5:00 PM  Prayer Shawl
6:30 PM  Stephen Minister Training
7:00 PM  Stephen Ministers
February 4
6:30 PM  Labyrinth Walk
7:00 PM  Jesus Seminar
February 5
4:00 PM  Exercise Group
6:00 PM  Talent Show & Potluck Dinner
February 6
10:00 AM  Creative Connections %
February 7 W
10:00 AM  Worship/Church School Gathers
11:15 AM  Homelessness Program—Adult Ministries
6:00 PM  HS & MS YG @ United Church of Ferndale
February 8
9:00 AM  Shalom Circle
4:00 PM  Exercise Group
7:00 PM  Board Meetings
February 9
9:30AM  Discovery Circle
7:00 PM  Living the Questions

February 10—Full Circle Mailing
4:00 PM  Exercise Group
5:00 PM  Prayer Shawl
6:30 PM  Stephen Minister Training
February 11
1:00 PM
7:00 PM
February 12
4:00 PM
February 14

Jesus Seminar
Centering Prayer

Exercise Group

10:00 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM

Worship/Church School
Discovery Circle Bake Sale
Blood Pressure Clinic



