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N FROM THE
N PASTOR

Eh? Come again?

The guests are all gone. The food is all put anwayen the dishes are washed, dried, and stackeh@ither day.
Crumbs, wilting flowers and full trash bags arethdit's left to remind us of the good time we h¥¢hat a party!
Janet Jensen and the children were brilliant ih Botging and giving voice to bells. Wonderful! éband the
choir were magnificent. Arts and Worship did acdpeular job of decorating throughout Lent. Fréafge purple
candle was truly awesome! His little light realig @hine. And the food... Did | mention the food ¥etVow! So
many treats, so little time. And there definitivelgren't enough leftovers. Well, actually theregevenough
leftovers, | just never get tired of eating suchmderful confections.

Everyone who pitched in, board members and volustaléke did a wonderful job. | didn't get intcetkitchen at all
on Sunday so | don't know who was doing the disAdgre was a rumor that a certain visitor namexdl Fras hard
at work. We are going to have to convert him amderhim a member if he works that hard as a guest!

It sure is great when guests feel like they aré gfathe family. Sometimes | wonder if we take gpanted our guests
and the people we don't recognize. | wonder howynadi our visitors were made to feel welcome? &latryone
does. My brother-in-law, for example, commented tdy one person said hello to him the whole tmewvas in the
narthex and the Social Hall.

| actually hear from long-time members that thest Bavkward in the Social Hall after church. | feedometimes
too. When I walk in to the social hall, it feeilsd everyone is already talking to old friends &mahily members. |
know it isn't easy to break into a conversatiooen a conversation to a new arrival, but it isttvéine practice.
Most people don't like feeling lonely in a crowddasoffee hour sure can be awkward.

It is so easy to get caught up talking with oueriids, children and parents that we forget to greeple we don't
know or relearn names we've forgotten. It taklest af courage to reach out to people we don't kmaN. Wouldn't
it be wonderful if every person who entered théding left the church feeling welcomed and wantiogome back?
It was great that Fred felt at home enough to helghe dishwasher. It is my hope that every pergo visits us
feels equally at home, and they will if we all piee greeting them and introducing them to oumfdie and
neighbors.

It is difficult to greet people we think we sholddow, and whose names we can't remember. | frelyuesl
embarrassed by my own steel sieve of a memoryh ®jitame like Savage, which is printed in the tinlievery
week, it is fairly easy for people to remember rayne. It's interesting really, how some people thislkould know
their names when we've never been introduced.

The longer you've been with a group of people ntioee difficult it can be to ask about their nanieed to practice
asking people to remind me of their names. It wdiddyreat if people remembered to wear their nagseta that
everyone else could practice remembering namksow | need the practice.

"No matter who you are or where you are on lifelgjey you are welcome here."

What a wonderful goal! We, as Christians, getraxcpce that goal every week. We get to practieeting and
greeting people, we get to practice loving and jpiicg people, we get to practice living as if thealn of God is
actually here, and we get to practice living &Shfist is among us and we are looking for him ioheather.
Meanwhile, as the cycle of the Christian year mawesve have so much to look forward to. We cak fkmrward
to hearing about the mission trips to Mexico anevN@rleans. | definitely look forward to celebragiRentecost,
Senior Recognition Sunday, Music Sunday, speciahser music and musicians, and much, much, more.

Hey! Come again!

- Pastor Savage
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ALL IN THE FAMILY

This section has been sent via email to those ¢icatv
the newsletter by email.

If you would like to receive the Full Circle by eina
please contact the office at 734-3720 or at
office@fccb.net and let us know!
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FULL CIRCLE DATE FOR APRIL

Deadline Date Mailing Date
April 21 April 28

NEW ORLEANS MISSION TRIP: Remember to
keep ouffifteen volunteers from our church
community in your prayers this week while they iare
New Orleans helping to rebuild homes damaged b
Hurricane Katrina. You will be able to stay conmelct
with then during the trip on the bldttp://fcch.net/
rebuildas they share pictures and stories.

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY! Help

brighten up the Sanctuary by providing flowers $om-
day worship. Please sign up on the Flower Calenda
on the workroom door.

© ©
FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

BOOK CLUB : The Daytime Book Club meets the first Tuesdagaxfth month at 9:30 a.m. in the Fireplace

Room for refreshments and fellowship followed hyomk discussion. The book we will be discussinguainext

meeting on May 4will be Out Stealing Horse®y Per Peterson. For more information contact kel

McGuinness at 733-1251.

LABYRINTH WALK: The labyrinth is generally in the Chapel availalewalking during church office

hours (Monday — Thursday 9:00 to 5:00 p.m. andafyriet00 to 1:00 p.m.) and on Sunday mornings. Elgas

us for our next facilitated walk ofhursday, May 6 when our theme will be “Cultivating Our Dreams.”

© ©




A SEARCH AND CALL UPDATE
Yes, folks, we are still at it.

SPECIAL OFFERING

On April 18™ we will be collecting a special mission
offering for the Interfaith Coalition. The Interfai
Coalition is a partnership of 47 congregations in
Whatcom County. We are a part of that 47. Our
contributions help Interfaith to provide basic
necessities to local people in need, housing for

Profiles for FCCB's Pastor position continue to
arrive from the conference office. Our openind wj
remain posted through May 31

We are carefully perusing the many candidates
whose profiles we have received and look forwar
starting phone interviews soon.

homeless families, access to health care forradl, a
meaningful social connection to older adults. Thget
with the other diverse congregations in our commyu
we can make a huge difference. Please remember
Interfaith Coalition on April 18. For more informatio
about Interfaith please see their website at
www.interfaith-coalition.org
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Q—f%@f%@f%@ dd CALLING ALL MUSICIANS: We are e
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J’ compiling a list of those willing to share theid’
|

gifts for worship or other special occasions.
Please call or email the church office and le
initiatives to bring unity, reconciliation, n)lu
forgiveness, and justice.” 0

know what musical gifts you would be wiIIing:gs
A Just Peace Church — page 3§T]

Each time we gather, we pray that our discernme
process will lead us to the best person to jom ou
church community and our wonderful staff.

We appreciate your prayers as well.

“If the biblical vision of shalom is clear: lions
dwelling with lambs, swords into plowshares
nations not studying war, the path to this visi
seems less clear. There is no foreign policy

blueprint in the Bible. There is the story of a
God who seeks shalom, Just Peace, and wh
stirs up the people, time and again, to create
conditions of a Just Peace and to take fresh

SN

to share. We're looking for all talents, from
percussion to singing to kazoo, harmonica aﬁ
even bottle band! J:
JIRNRNNNINIINNNNNNNENIE
WANTED: Ushers and Greeters
Sign up for ushering and greeting ir
L ¢ the coming months by going to the
sign up sheet in the Narthex.
Diaconate members will send
reminders and instructions to those

who request them. Look for our
display!

ACEQ

=

+

If you would like more information about “A  «+
Just Peace Church” please check out a copy }

ACEQL

=

+

from our library or visit the UCC website at
http://www.ucc.org/justice/peacemaking/a-jus)
peace-church-1.html

A CEQ A CEL HEACE ?

e

AR AR N HTATITATTIR NN N YR YR RNNSN

-

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES MEETS April 20™ at 7:00 p.m.All are welcome to join us for a discussio
x of the merchandizing of hate messages. The Contamplssues group meets the third Tuesday of the x
challenges. Members of the group choose and fteillthe discussion topics. There is a time to greet
another, a lively discussion of the topic for thveming, and a time of prayer. If you need childcptease x
x LIVING THE QUESTIONS : This on-going classieets from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th
x Tuesday evening®f each month in Room 11. Each class session sdiatene of a series of 21 Christianx
x of commentary on the designated issue by 6 or Dol well respected religious scholars, including x
several UCC persons, followed by a class discugsiating to the commentaries and sharing of petisonx1
x every session. For this reason, the class wisheslttome any interested newcomers. x

x month as an informal discussion group seeking &peke our Christian faith in our responses to earyd x
call Sharon Camblin at 715-0933 in advance.
faith issues. Each session consists of (after -agarding at home of 2-3 pages) a 20 minute CD ptaten
viewpoints.
x As each class session is complete within itsetfpés not require an interested person to attectuarzd x
CAMPERSHIP BREAKFAST: It's time again

-~ This month's Community Meal &pril
, 25th. It is the same timel (00 - 3:15
| p.m.) but we have different supporting

~nity e board or see Donna Romjue for more
information.

obs. See the sig- up sheet on the bulletin

for the Annual Campership Breakfast! Come enjoy
fresh baked cinnamon rolls and fruit before church
onMay 2. Breakfast will be served fro8100-

9:50 a.m.Money raised will support scholarships
for summer camp.

HEALING PRAYER: On the first Sunday of each month, we will holdealing prayer service in the Chapel
directly after the worship service. You are weleotm enter this time of quiet and music to pragrgly or to write a
prayer. A pastor will be available to pray withuyand, if you wish, offer an anointing with oil.
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DIAPER BANK AT FCCB

Did you know that a healthy supply of diapers castaip to $100 a month? And that no social seiograms,
including food stamps, cover the cost of diapefs? a family in crisis or transition, the cost @dping a child in
a clean, dry diaper is prohibitive. Without theams to purchase a healthy supply of diapers, fasitiay be
forced to leave their children in soiled diaperhjali can lead to health problems, not to mentidmappy childre
- and, by extension, unhappy families.

To help alleviate this problem, we're startindiaper bank here at FCCB. We'll be soliciting donations ofrrap
and diapers throughout the community and distnitgutliapers initially through two partner agencidésterfaith
Coalition and The Opportunity Council.

How can you help?
Look for a special donation box in the Narthex hagig on Sunday, 4/18/10 and donate diapers (4iZgs

Contact Stacey Nordtvedt - 714-8387betlinghamdiaperbank@gmail.conif you'd like to volunteer to
help set up diaper drives around the city, trartsgiapers to & from FCCB, or help spread the wdrduwd
what we're doing.

Write a check to FCCB, making sure to write "diapank” in the memo line.
Thank you for helping to ensure that all childretwhatcom County have clean, dry diapers!

Note about disposable diapers: For families igigthr transition, access to laundry facilitiesfigen limited, mak
ing disposable diapers the only feasible optionaddition, day care & preschool programs like H8tadt requir
that children wear disposable diapers.

Stephen Ministry
STEPHEN MINISTERS/STEPHEN LEADERS

Please join us in church this SundApyil 18th to support the commissioning of seven new
Stephen Ministers. Those who want to bake cookiesdffee hour can bring them on Sunday.

April 28th will be a Stephen Ministers/Stephen Leaders pkthacyou can meet the new Stephen
Ministers. You will receive a letter this week. Ho see you at both events.

For more information you can contact one of oupBém Leaderddonna Romjué752-1747)
Libby Weisg756-2062) andPat Styer(676-2585).




CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS

VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL 2010: Save the
date and plan to join us for an incredible week'G5
June 21-25 This year’s theme is “Create”.
Registration is limited to 135 participants and op
children age 4 years to those entering the sixddeyr
Registration begin8pril 11. The participating
churches who came together in ecumenical fellows
30 years ago have decided that this will be thieylear
of Vacation Church School. Please join us forlmest
year evefas we say good-bye to one of the
cornerstone programs of children's ministry in
Whatcom County. Watch for more details in the nejt
Full Circle. For Questions contact Sharry at 732€87,

HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR RECOGNITION: Mark
your calendars and plan to join 8snday, May 16for
the 10:00 a.m. worship , when the church will
recognize and honor those graduating from high
school. A reception hosted by the Board of Christia
Education will follow the service. We would love to

to share with the congregation during senior
recognition. Please put them in Sharry’s mailbothiz
office. Thank you.

borrow an announcement and picture of each gradjjatg,

YOUTH NEWS

April 18: Games and discussion with Pastor Kent!
Come join us in the youth room!

Middle school meetd:30-6:00 p.m.

High school meet§:30-8:00 p.m.

April 25, 1:00-3:15 p.m.:Middle School & High

nipSchool-€ome help serve food to the homeless at the

Bellingham Community Meal. Meet at the Assumption
gym.

SAVE THE DATE! May 14-15: Middle School & High
Schoot—Mystery Dinner and Lock-in at the United
Church of Ferndale with the Ferndale youth group!
Don’t miss it!

ANGELA NEEDS YOUTH EMAIL ADDRESSES!
Please emailouth@fcch.newith your name and email
address so Angela can email youth group
announcements. Thanks!

5202020 O- - O-O-O-O-D-O-O-D- -0

:0: PLEASE SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY, :0:
y.q MAY 8! The High School Mission Trip Youth are;tq
*al hosting a Dinner Auction. If you would like to 8!

Yal i - J

®! donate something for the auction, please contact§

: o0 ‘,‘ 60000000 ‘ ‘,‘ *oe : :0: Angela Pahlow at 734-3720, or Martha Serven ai‘j
WOMEN'S LUNCHEON: Women's Circles 2 676-8536. Money raised from the event will beng

invite ALL the women of the church to join us on
May 14" at 11:30 a.m.n the Social Hall, when we
3¢ will host the women from the Lummi Island Churc
The theme is the 50’s and 60’s. Bring your
¢ memories, attire, and memorabilia for our museum
¢ table. The food will also be reminiscent of the .

: period.
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'¢! the Mexico Youth Mission Trip and Esperanza g
gl i - <
@ Internationalwww.esperanzaint.ordviore (2
8, information about the Dinner Auction is coming &,
Yo' SO0N, SO please save the date. Thanks! e

:0: Mexican dinner will be served. Tickets are $15 fm
»:q adults and $5 for children under age 10. S
Pal Pal
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AROUND THE CHURCH
PARKING ON SUNDAYS: As a courtesy to folks for whom walking has becanme difficult, please

LD
T
LN

avoid parking in the disability lot east of the Saary and those spots near the front doors itotheest
= of the Sanctuary. It also helps welcome visitbtke lots are not full when they arrive. If yoam to

stretch your legs on a Sunday morning, please rdraethat you are welcome to park in the Bunk’s
Medical Center lot on Cornwall. Thank you for ydwaip in extending this form of welcome!

PNC ANNUAL MEETING 2010: Kent, Savage, Sharry and Angela will be gone A28H26 for the Annual
Meeting in Wennatche, WA. Also attending will Banet Ott, Marta Hand, Larry Richardson and RoBathrie.
The Pacific Northwest Conference Annual Meetingff@assion...Communication...Community” will be held in
Wenatched\pril 23 -25, 2010 This annual event is a wonderful opportunitghare our lives and faith connecting
with other members of our church and conferencelyaifhe gathering will feature conference businessellent
speakers, workshops, wonderful music and meaningftghip. To register, go to pncucc.org. The eagtyistration
deadline iApril 7. For more information, contact Sharry at 734-3720.

LAITY SUNDAY: Please join uSunday, April 25 for Laity Sunday.

USED WASHING MACHINE NEEDED: The Church is in need of a washing machine. Iflyave a
working washing machine you would like to donateape call the office at 734-3720.

©

project — find a bargain — have fun!

RUMMAGE SALE: Come and shop ofspril 29, 30 and May 1in the church basement. Experience the
third annual Pre-Sale Party — a special event anmstlay evening for our church family. Support thission

Thursday, April 29 from 6 pm to 8 pm
Bluegrass Music — Door prize drawings — Snacks
Entry donation for mission (suggested $3 individisb family)
Your donations are already being sorted by PilgZincle members, and more items are welcome until
Wednesday, April 21. Household items, tools, ¢hitds clothing and toys in good repair have begufsr
in past years. Check around for those unused iteat<ould find a new homéNOTE: No TVs, large appli-
ances or computers will be accepte@uestions:Call Barb Green 671-7622 or Etta Kirk 733-6745

©)
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SAVE THE DATE!

You are invited to celebrate
the installation of

the Reverend Kent French

as Lead Pastor of the

First Congregational Church, United Church of Ghris

of Bellingham, Washington

In a vespers service on
Friday, May 28, 2010 at 8pm.

Service in the FCCB sanctuary with reception téofel
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CHURCH CALENDAR

April 19
9:00 AM Shalom Circle
5:00 PM Exercise Group

April 20
7:00 PM Contemporary Issues

April 21—
5:00 PM Exercise Group
5:00 PM Prayer Shawl
7:00 PM  Stephen Ministers

April 22
7:00 PM Jesus Seminar

April 23
10:00 AM In Stitches
5:00 PM Exercise Group

April 25
10:00 AM  Worship/Church School
1:00 PM HS & MS Youth Group—Community Service

April 26
9:00 AM Shalom Circle
5:00 PM Exercise Group
7:00 PM  Church Council

April 27
7:00 PM Living the Questions

April 28
5:00 PM Exercise Group
5:00 PM Prayer Shawl

April 29
1:00 PM Jesus Seminar
6:00 PM Rummage Sale Pre-Sale Party

April 30—Rummage Sale
10:00 AM In Stitches
5:00 PM Exercise Group

May 1—Rummage Sale
10:00 AM Creative Connections

May 2
10:00 AM  Worship/Church School Gathers
11:00 AM Healing Service




