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FROM YOUR SEARCH & CALL COMMITTEE

After the arrival of Lead Pastor Kent French, y8earch and Call Committee began the process ofleting
our ministry team by identifying a candidate for sacond Pastor. Mountains of profiles were revitwe
interviews were scheduled and conducted. All f "utivity, spanning many months, resulted in auitation

to Tara Katrine Olsen to lead worship at a neutral pulpit. We were impegisand moved by her wonderful
sermon. The committee, along with Kent and Shamyoyed a great weekend visit with Tara and hercia
Daemian Allen. At our next meeting, we unanimousigommended Tara Olsen to be our candidate fooPast
and were thrilled when she accepted our invitatiiolead worship and offer a candidating sermonuto o
congregation. The candidating service and congi@uatvote will take place on Sunday, July 25. Bseare
scheduled for you to meet Tara prior to that day.

Tara Olsen grew up in Boylston, Massachusetts,al $awn about an hour away from Boston. She did he
undergraduate work at Clark University in Worcesk#A and graduated with honors and a major in
International Development while receiving a minoElementary Education.

In 2004, Tara began taking classes at Bangor TgmalbSeminary as a part-time candidate for a Maste
Divinity. After six years, Tara graduated from BW&ile also earning a certificate in Youth Minisagd
Theology from Princeton Theological Seminary. Ugoaduation, Tara was awarded the Massachusetts Bibl
Society Excellence in Liturgical Reading of Scrigtaward.

Most recently, Tara has served the Congregatiohat¢h in Cumberland, Maine, as its Student Pastdr a
Youth Programs Coordinator. She brings an impresaivay of experiences with youth work as well as a
passion for all the aspects of ministerial liferidaties at Cumberland include planning and leadingship
and memorial services, funerals and baptisms, preg@nd pastoral counseling, and providing dynamic
programs for young people and their families. Sk worked on a variety of projects: community seyi
mission trips, parenting workshops, fellowship dti#s, and regional or national youth events.

We warmly invite and encourage you to take timme®t Tara at one of the scheduled events belovosjoth
us in worship on Sunday.

To learn more about Tara please see our websitey Yoeb.net.
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Come Meet Taral

Tara Katrine Olsen is our candidate for seconddPathe Search and Call Committee has scheduled a
number of opportunities for you to meet Tara ptioher Candidating Sermon &unday, July 25".
*All events are at the church unless otherwise ahote

Thursday July 22:
12 p.m.: Brown Bag Women’s Luncheon and Open Mic
3 p.m.. Youth gathering with Tara at Mallard’s ICeecam
7 p.m..  Stephen Ministers and Parish Visitors

Friday, July 23:
12 p.m.: Brown Bag Lunch open to all members aigthdls
3 p.m.. Coffee at the Willows Retirement Center
6 p.m.. Brown Bag Dinner & Open Mic followed byrRisly Game Night

Saturday, July 24:
10 a.m.: Church Council, Boards and Committees Qyien
12 p.m.: Brown Bag visit with Creative ConnectioRsayer Shawl Ministry
and Women at the Well groups.

Sunday, July 25:
10 a.m.: Worship with Tara delivering her CanditaSermon
11 a.m.: Congregational Meeting to vote on Tarasdidacy
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ALL IN THE FAMILY

This section has been sent via email to thosa¢lcatve the
newsletter by email.

contact the office at 734-3720 or at office@fccbared let u
know!

§ If you would like to receive the Full Circle by ernalease %
%

STAFF SCHEDULES
Kathryn will be out of the officduly 29 & 30.
Sharry & Angela will be on the Youth Mission Trip Tiajuana, MexicoAugust 15-21

Kent will be on vacation fromugust 25 to September 8th
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HEALING PRAYER: On the first Sunday of each DIAPER MINISTRY UPDATE : Thank you to all the
month, we will hold a healing prayer service in the families of FCCB children and youth of Vacation @Gttu
Chapel directly after the worship service. You are School who donated diapers and wipes to Whatcom
welcome to enter this time of quiet and music tmypr | County children in need. Together with the childead
silently or to write a prayer. A pastor will beaglable youth of five other Bellingham churches, we cokett
to pray with you and, if you wish, offer an anongi over 2,400 diapers and nearly 3,000 wipes. We made
with oil. The next healing service will Baigust 1st. deliveries to our partner agencies, Hope House and
Opportunity Council/Interfaith Coalition, so those
diapers and wipes are already in circulation! dfi‘'d
like to help organize future diaper drives or vaker to
transport diapers to & from FCCB, please contaat&t
Nordtvedt - 714-8387 or
bellinghamdiaperbank@gmail.com

FULL CIRCLE SUMMER SCHEDULE:

There will be only one newsletter mailed out in Asg
The August newsletter will be mailed out Augusti?5t
with the deadline August 18th

NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL
We are now sending the Full Circle by email. Ibysgned up
to receive it by email and you aren’t getting ityou would like
to start receiving the Full Circle by email pleasatact our
secretary, Kathryn, atffice@fccb.net

Stephen Ministry

HAVE YOU LOST YOUR JOB, A SPOUSE, OR A SPECIAL FRIEND RECENTLY?
Or has there been a similar difficult situatioryour life recently? Trained Stephen Ministers are
available to listen and give support when somermesls to talk about these disruptions in their
life. This is all done in complete confidentiali§ontact one of the Stephen Leaders, listed belo
if you would like to have some one with whom torehgour feelings, or if you know of someone
else who could use a special companion at thisitintteeir life.

Donna Romjué752-1747)Libby Weisg756-2062)Kathleen McGuinneq§33-1251)
Pat & Bob Stye(676-2585).




STILL SPEAKING MAGAZINE

The United Church of Christ is publishing a new am|ge calledstillSpeakinglt is an 88-page periodical filled
with compelling stories and engaging photograplgualipeople in the United Church of Christ.

“Every issue promises to be a full-sensory expegdor readers, with compelling writing and exparotography
that will communicate stories of inclusion, invawent, transformation and the best aspirationseflC, its
members and its churches," said the Rev. J. BeGuetss, the UCC's director of communications. "gVie&ing
very clear that this is not a newsmagazine. Inst@advant a quality feature publication that tetlsving account
of our people and the ways their lives have begraoted by the UCC."

Subscriptions can be made onlineiat.org/magaziner sent to 700 Prospect Ave, Cleveland, Ohio 44 1%y
phone 800-537-3394. A three-year subscription &®&3 A copy for previewing will be in the Narthex.

Bette Keller
Board of Adult Ministries

ALL-CHURCH SUMMER BOOK READ

“SOULS IN THE HANDS OF A TENDER GOD”

The Homelessness Task Force and the Board of Ministries are jointly sponsoring an all-church sner book
read on the subject of homelessness. We invitdggmin others in the congregation in reading "Sanlthe Hands
of a Tender God" by Craig Rennenbohm, who was usthast spring to speak about his work in Seatitle the
homeless population. After reading the book, w&dnyou to join in one of the four discussion gosyplanned for
September. Craig will be invited back to First Gargational Church in the fall to present a threerhkworkshop on
becoming a companion to the homeless.

Where to get the book
The book is available to purchase from:
1. Village Books with a 15% discount by mentionithig a book talk with First Congregational Church.
2. Amazon.com

3. In our Narthex for sale, July 25th through @lAogust, at a 20% discount. There will also bessalcopies
available to check out from our church library.tA¢ same time, you may sign up for one of the falhg
discussion groups that will be meeting in Septenalsdisted below:

Discussion Groups
Sunday, September 12th - after chufd&ite may change)
Thursday, September 16th - 7:00 in the eveningeathurch
Sunday, September 19th before church, 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday September 28th - 10:00 a.m. at the church

If you would like to learn more about Craig Rennamin or the study guide we will be using in Septembisit
www.tendergod.comIf you need any additional help in locating akor have any other questions, please email
Shantel Rapp diritelrapp.1l@comcast.net call her at 647-2165.

EMINISTRY NOTES Q}%}@J‘%@%@

If you missed a Sunday morning service, or wouldg i o
Iikile to hear it again, mgst servicges are recoraetaal i “Just Peace is a responsibility for the povyerfulé_h’
CD is made available for check-out from our chur¢h 0 They are held accountable when prosperity is mu
library. The CDs are on the small rack next to the| \ & pOSSI:b'“ty Onh{ for atfiw tTIQe We"k;bf!”g 01:: at t
check-out sheets. Many of the sermons are also /-\LL] srrf1a Sl‘igmenﬂl]s n% IUS eace U”'-?t'n ac
available on our church websitevat/w.fcch.net retusal to see the shalom vision in all Its

#‘* ”
You can find them by clicking the “Sermons” link. V7" breadth. 7l
A Just Peace Church — page 55

E

Our church website is being redesigned and we are _ _ _ '-H
looking for great picturet include on the new site] | {) If you would like more information about “A Jut
If you have a photo that you think shows our churgh \4, Peace Church” please check out a copy from P

“in action,” email it to the church atffice@fcch.net nﬂl library or visit the UCC website attp:/
_F-)-‘ Www.ucc.orq/iustice/peacemakinq/a-iust—peac:['r]

church-1.html

For folks on Facebook, we also have a page therée.
find our church’s Facebook page, click on the

Facebook icon atww.fcch.net q%@%@%@

WALK, RUN, OR SPONSOR A TEAM FOR A GOOD CAUSE

Do you like to walk or run for a good cause? Wogdd like to sponsor a good cause? If so, pleagelstahe Just
Peace table in the Narthex and pick up a brochrggigtration form, or sponsor our team for the peg&valk &
Run onAugust 7" at 10am. All of the proceeds go to benefit the Lighthousess$itin Ministries’ Agape Home
for Women and Children. The Agape Home is a shédtehomeless women and children in our commuitity.
you would like more information please contact $8bBRapp at 647-2165, email britelrapp.1l@comcalst.ne




JJ HAND BELL CHOIR??

J: Since we have been inspired by the children anthyplaying borrowed handbells twice during worsinip
recent months, there is more and more talk abauttourch seeking a music ministry through our oencd
handbells. The music played by the children yaurtth led by Janet Jensen was exciting part of walrshi
Should we do this? If yes, how should we do this?

u The Arts in Worship Board supports having a HandbBkbir for children, youth and adults. We haveired

u of $1,000 for music given in honor of Tom Hunt&he Board and Gwen Hunter support having this mon
go toward purchasing handbells.

Jz The cost of a three-octave starter set of bronzelbills is nearly $10,000. This is a lot of monéylding
another octave of large, lower pictched bells togbt would be more costly than adding anotheveaté

u smaller, higher pitched bells.

There are various possibilities for raising monaythe bells. A memorial fund could be establisimnta

u which gifts could be given over time. People whe excited about a music ministry through HandBélbirs
could “give” a bell. A request could be made farrent memorial funds to be used for the purchésefew

J7 handbells. Or we could ask directly for gifts toy/lauhandbell set. A combination of these ideasdcbe
used.

J: Fred Wepprecht has checked prices for handbelbselige with the two prominent vendors and has als
looked on eBay. Another idea is to buy a useaskandbells from a church who could use the regenu
Does anyone know of a church somewhere in thistso?

u We are exploring these ideas and would be deligiatéear from you. Please call or e-mail Fred ary
with opinions and ideas. Thanks!

u Mary Chaney amaryjchaney@comcast.net733-0209

J: Fred Wepprecht athamreconsultant@aol.con733-4220
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CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
June 28, 2010

MSP support Personnel Committee’s recommendationdaval2-weeks paid maternity leave for Church
Secretary, Kathryn Taylor. A Volunteer Coordinatglt schedule volunteers who will be trained to eowffice
work during that time. Kent and Sharry fully agrei¢h this plan.

JYTJI9T93939999FIG999G9

Homeless Task Force continues discussions regasgiegjfic needs and how this church can be invoived
addressing those needs.

Mary Chaney provided information on the possiblecpase of handbells. The cost of a three-octav@setale)
is $8,600 plus tax and shipping. She will contaee® Hunter to see if it would be appropriate to tisseTom
Hunter Memorial Fund ($1,000) as seed money faraltbell fund. At the July 11 congregational megtshe
will make a presentation and ask for feedback t@ganterest.

Congregational Meeting on July 11 will have a budgelate, an update from the Homeless Task Fonce, a
update from the Getting the Work Done Committeeyatate on our web site re-design, and two propdeal
Constitutional changes.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
July 11, 2010

MSP clarify distribution of undesignated gifts to ttieurch such that “Up to 25 percent of the gift antanay
be used for local church programs, local and waddweutreach, or for building maintenance or capita
improvements, as proposed by the Trustees andaaply the Church Council”.

MSP change name of Board of Mission, Justice & SdCiahcerns to “Board of Mission and Justice”.

Barbara Storms, co-chair of the Budget Committeayided an update on current income and expenses. S
noted the out-of-pocket expenses not reimbursedstmbers of Boards and Committees. She also staéd t
interest income is projected to be smaller thareetqul due to the decline in interest on endownmesmisitments.
General fund income is reasonably steady.

Mary Chaney presented an idea to establish a fupdrichase handbells. She has checked with GweteHun
about using the Tom Hunter Memorial Fund moneyeasl snoney for a hand bell fund. Gwen is very sujpor
of the idea. Mary asks for feedback from the cogatien about this fund.

The Homeless Task Force reported it has met seteiesd and identified four areas of need: Housiggct
Services, Homeless Youth and Prevention. All avéed to read Craig Rennebohm’s bddéuls in the Hands of
a Tender GodSome copies are available in the church library.

A Web Designer has been hired and is revising g@aléting the church website. It is will be interaetiwill
have a “members only” section, and will include therch calendar. It will likely be complete andriahed in
September.

Rooted in the belief that everyone has a gift foristry, the Getting the Mission Done Committeensving to a
ministry model for church organization. Janet adioegeople to submit their ideas, dreams, pasdmms
ministry in our church.
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FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

DAYTIME BOOK CLUB: Do you enjoy reading?
Why not plan to join the daytime book club which
meets the firsTuesday of the month at 9:30 a.min
the Fireplace RoonSeptember — May for
conversation and refreshments, followed by a
discussion of the book for the month. The book wé

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS

CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED: The
Board of Christian Education is currently planning
the 2010-11 church school year. Opportunities ar
available to teach and share your gifts with the
children and youth of our congregation as church
school team teacher inPre School, Kindergarten/
First Grade, Fourth/ Fifth Grade or by teaching a ; ; ) ’
one month oMiddle School “mini course”. The will be discussing at ourext meeting on
board invites you to prayerfully explore the ways September 7will be “The Help” by Kathryn
you are called to be involved in the exciting year Stockette.

come. For more information contact Sharry Nybelg

= LABYRINTH WALK: The labyrinth is
734-3720. /%generally in the Chapel available for
SAVE THE DATE : This Summer our children and @ ) 7iwalking during church office hours
youth have been working with Shannon McGuinnfs \ % (Monday — Thursday 9:00 to 5:00 p.m.
on the musicalThree Trees.” They will be sharing and Friday 9:00 to 1:00 p.m.) and on
their gifts and performing this wonderful musical i Sunday mornings. Please join us for our next
our Sanctuary at 7:00 p.friday, August 6 and facilitated walk onThursday, August 5when our
Sunday, August 8 Please mark your calendars anfd || theme will be “Finding Your Voice.”

plan to attend...it promises to be a wonderful evept!
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Any and all adult volunteers interested in assgstuith costuming or set assembly should contact (*
Shannon McGuinness (360-927-4933) ASAP. We'd loveat/e you! The production is also in need

a wooden row boat for the set, if you have onewould be willing to share (regardless of condition)
please contact Shannon ASAP!

EEEEEEEEERERRRREE

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES!!

Katy Scherrer, graduated from The Evergreen State College, witbgaee in Sustainable Design.
Ryder Pete Kimmes graduated from the University of Washington on Jugavith a B.A. in
Economics and has a job working for a company dalligas Frontiers that re-sells dental
equipment

"The Tale of the Three Trees" our summer churcto8lcmusical is coming up fast! It's time to
schedule additional rehearsals! All children aretéd and strongly encouraged to attend the folhgwi
additional practices in the Sanctuary:
Sunday, July 25th, 10-12:30 p.(m room 12/14) - Monday, August 2nd, 5-7 p.m.
* Monday, July 26th, 5-7 p.m. - Wednesday, August 4th, 5-7 p.m. *
Sunday, August 1st, 10-12:30 p.fim room 12/14)

AROUND THE CHURCH

NO CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING IN JULY.

COMMUNITY MEAL: This month the community meal will be daly 25th. We will be on th&3:00-5:00 p.m.
shift. Sign up on the Narthex bulletin board.

BELL RINGERS: Do you have a desire to ring the church bell? Wvée those of all ages to sign up to ring the
bell. The sign up sheet is on the workroom door.

FOOD FIRST SUNDAY: Food First Sunday iSunday, August 1st.Please bring your non-perishable food or
monetary donations on Sunday. A cash donatiomwaltbe Food Bank to purchase perishable food itémmsnilk.
TIME AND TALENTS SURVEY : The official deadline for completing a time aadents survey - to indicate how
you would like to participate in the life and cahtrte to the mission of this church - has passetif lyou didn't get
a chance to complete one, you may still do s@lease find a blank survey on the membership falilee Narthex
and return it to the Stewardship box in the offic@kroom or to Kathryn, our secretarJhank you to all who have
already completed surveys; the Stewardship boadydsg compiling the results and will be distribgtithem to
board, committee & ministry chairs in the next feweks.

AROUND THE COMMUNITY

PRAYER VIGIL FOR MIDDLE EAST PEACE: The next prayer vigil ifugust 18 at 5:30 p.m. aSt. Paul’s
Episcopal church, 2117 Walnut Street.

THEATRE BENEFIT FOR INTERFAITH COALITION:  The Interfaith Coalition of Whatcom County will
benefit from Bellingham Theatre Guild’s performardeirsday, Sept. 23of the 1990 off-Broadway musical hit
“Forever Plaid.” Tickets cost $25, and price in@ad wine and hors d’oeuvres reception at 7 ph@atte
performance & p.m.,and dessert at intermission. To purchase tickatk|nterfaith Coalition at 734-3983 or
contact Interfaith board member, Therese Holm.c&eds will support housing for homeless familied medical,
dental and behavioral-health care for individuald tamilies without insurance or the means to jaiycére
themselves.
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WORSHIP WITH THE UNITED CHURCH OF FERNDALE
* Sunday, August 8, 10:30 am

*. No worship service at FCCB on this Sunday.

*. One of the important, but often overlooked, chamastics of our denomination is that we live in@sation
with other congregations. Our church is blesset wiclose relationship with our nearest neighbdhe
United Church of Christ, the United Church of Fexied

* For many years, we have gathered with the Ferraiaiech for the annual Worship in the Park. August 8,
* we will gatherindoorsto worship together. Members of our Diaconate Bodrds of Adult Ministries and Art

in Worship along with members of the Ferndale chuane preparing a worship service that takes upy&es's
*. theme of homelessness, and what members of ouwcldsiare doing now and can do in the future. We wi
* follow our worship with a shared potluck. Our Doaate is organizing carpools for our members.

* This is a special and important opportunity fotasond with our sisters and brothers in faith andur
denomination and we heartily encourage member€afB-to attend. There is plenty of room in the Eeata
church to accommodate us. The church is locat2@3 Washington Street in Ferndale.

Please sign up for the potluck and carpooling ia tiarthex.
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CHURCH CALENDAR

July 26
9:00 AM Shalom Circle
5:00 PM Exercise Group
5:00 PM Church School Rehearsal

July 28
5:00 PM Exercise Group

July 30
10:00 AM In Stitches

5:00 PM Exercise Group

August 1
10:00 AM  Worship/Summer Church School
11:00 AM Healing Service

August 2
9:00 AM Shalom Circle
5:00 PM Exercise Group
5:00 PM Church School Rehearsal

August 4
5:00 PM Exercise Group
5:00 PM  Church School Rehearsal
7:00 PM  Stephen Ministers

August 5
6:30 PM Labyrinth Walk

August 6
10:00 AM In Stitches
5:00 PM Exercise Group
7 00 PM Church School Musical “Three Trees”

August 8
10:30 AM  Worship with United Church Of FerndaleHerndale
7:00 PM  Church School Musical “Three Trees”

August 9
9:00 AM  Shalom Circle
5:00 PM Exercise Group
7:00 PM Board Meetings

August 10

6:00 PM Mission Trip BBQ
August 11

5:00 PM Exercise Group
August 12

1:00 PM Jesus Seminar



