
 

 

Easter Sunday: Again & Again, The Sun Rises 

April 4, 2021 

#BiggerBalcony 



 

 

Easter Sunday 

April 4, 2021 10:00 am 

#BiggerBalcony 

Please sign in to Worship Connect to let us know you’re here!  

http://tiny.cc/worshipconnect 

Prelude  “Novelette No.1” Judy Widrig 

  by Francis Poulenc 

Handbell Chimes  Allison Thomas & Lucy Bledig 

 



 

 

Welcome & Announcements  Rev. Davi Weasley 

Call to Worship  Sharon Benton & Davi Weasley 

 One Voice: This day is like every other day.  

 All Voices: Alarm clocks beeped. Covers were removed  

  Coffee was brewed. Weary bodies came to life  

 One Voice: And yet this day, is like no other day—  

 All Voices: And yet this day, is like no other day—  

  The tomb was empty, and they knew it was love.  

 One Voice: So again and again we say—  

 All Voices: So again and again we say—  

  Alleluia! Amen.  

 One Voice: Again and again and again  

 All Voices: Alleluia! Amen.  

Joyful Hallelujahs!  Everyone 

  “Halle, Halle, Halle”  

  Bert, Stacy, Matti Malone Miller 



 

 

Hymn  “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” Easter Hymn 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-718199  



 

 

Time with Children  Sharry Nyberg 

Prayer of Confession & Words of Forgiveness  Sharon Benton & Davi Weasley 

 One: Beloved Community, before God and before you, my family, I confess:  

  I have seen the sun rise and withheld my praise. 

  I have seen my neighbor suffer and withheld my aid. 

  I have seen love extended and chosen to walk away.  

  I have seen divisions deepen and managed to remain unfazed.  

 All: We hear you. We see you. You are forgiven. God’s love is like the sun. 

  No matter how lost we are in the night, 

  Day after day, the light will find you.  

  Rest easy. You are held in God’s warmth.  

 One: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

  

 All: Now we must pray. 

  Beloved friend, before God and before each other, we confess:  

  We have seen the sun rise and withheld our praise. 

  We have seen our neighbors suffer and have withheld our aid.  

  We have seen love extended and chosen to walk away. 

  We have seen divisions deepen and managed to remain unfazed.  

 One: I hear you. I see you. You are forgiven. God’s love is like the sun. 

  No matter how lost we are in the night, Day after day, the light will find you.  

  Rest easy. You are held in God’s warmth.  

Invitation to Offering  Ted Huffman 

There are several options for giving: 1) Mail checks to First Congregational Church,  

2401 Cornwall Avenue, Bellingham, WA 98225. 2) Give at our website, https://fccb.net/giving/. 

 3) Use the GivePlus app. Download from your app store, set up an account, and give!  

4) Give by text. Text a dollar amount to 208-516-2657, and set up your account. You're ready 

for easy giving by text! 5) Give by PayPal. Our easy link is PayPal.Me/fccbucc. 



 

 

Musical Meditation “Christ Is Alive” Choir 

  Arr. Hal Hopson 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-718199  



 

 

Scripture Reading Mark 16:1-8 Ted Huffman 

  Common English Bible 

Scripture Response “In the Garden” Oscar & Bryce Fegley 

Sermon  “Again & Again, the Sun Rises” Sharon Benton 

Hymn  “Now the Green Blade Rises” Noel Novelet 

 

 

 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-718199  



 

 

The Sacrament of Communion  Sharon Benton & Davi Weasley 

Gather something to eat and something to drink; 

the risen Christ will meet us wherever we are 

The Prayer of Jesus   

 We invite you to use the language for God that is most comfortable for you:  
 “Our Creator,” “Our Father” or “Our Mother.” 

Benediction  Sharon Benton 

Postlude “Sortie”  Judy Widrig 

  by Caesar Franck   

Happy Easter! 

 

Our Creator 

 who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done on earth  

 as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

 and forgive us our debts, 

 as we forgive our debtors. 

 

 

 

 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, 

 and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 



 

 

 

 

Prayers & poetry by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org  

“In The Garden” used with publisher permission: 

Cimarron Music Press, 975 Ocean Avenue, New London, CT 06320  

Cover Image 

The Promise, by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity 

Acrylic & gold leaf on canvas inspired by Mark 16:1-8. 

Artist’s Statement, excerpt: In this painting, I imagine what the women see in the moment before they 

turn to flee from the tomb. Instead of the dry, cracked desert, I imagine instead that they see the story of 

creation happening again before them. As the horizon breaks open, I imagine light and wind sweeping over 

a deep sea, giving shape to what was once a formless void. I imagine the heavens blooming like an iris, 

giving birth to glimmers of radiance. I imagine darkness that still lingers—for in these shadows, there is 

sacredness too. I imagine the winding path they followed to get to the tomb, previously lit only by starlight, 

now illuminated with promise.  

They may be overridden with fear and trembling, but their story does not end here. There is a way forward. 

In this liminal space, once again, God proclaims that their fear—this new, uncertain way—is still held 

within the promise of resurrection. For this, I believe, is the promise of this life: that the story of creation 

happens again and again. 



 

 



 

 

Announcements 

Zoom Coffee Hour with COVID-19 Advisory Committee, April 11. Join us after worship 

to hear from this committee and ask questions. The Zoom link is in the April Connection 

Calendar. 

Author Q&A April 14, 6:30 pm: All are invited to an author Q&A with Amy Jill Levine, 

author of Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week. Zoom link is in the 

April Connection Calendar. 

Stitch & Share, May 16, noon-3:00 pm. Join us for some sharing time and learn how to 

make a fabric collage. Visit https://www.fccb.net/blog/stitch-and-share/ to learn more. 

 

Worship: 

• Sundays, 10:00 am—Worship on Facebook Live. #BiggerBalcony 

 

Ways to Connect: For more information about these and other groups and activities, 

contact office@fccb.net. 

• Monday 

 Poetry Writing Group: 1st & 3rd Mondays at 7:00 pm 

 Happy Hour: 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30-8:30 pm 

• Tuesday 

 Book Club, First Tuesday of the month, 9:30 am 

 PJs & Storytime Tuesdays, 6:30 pm 

• Wednesday 

 Adult Forums, Wednesdays, 6:30 pm 

 Faith Formation for Children & Youth Wednesdays, 6:30 pm 

• Thursday 

 Morning Coffee Group: 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 9:30 am 

 Evening Book Club, 6:30 pm weekly 

• Friday 

 Knitting Group, Fridays, 10:00 am 

 Coffee Hour, 2nd & 4th Fridays. 1:00 pm 

 Prayer Series, Fridays, 6:30 pm 

• Saturday 

 Create & Check In, First of the month Saturday, 10:00 am 

To stay up to date, follow us on social media, subscribe to our Friday Email, 

or check in with our Full Circle Blog, https://www.fccb.net/blog/. 



 

 

 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

United Church of Christ  

An Open & Affirming Congregation 

2401 Cornwall Avenue, Bellingham, WA 98225 

Church Office: 360-734-3720 

Office Mobile Phone: 360-303-6806 

24/7 Emergency Pastoral Care: 360-733-4255 

office@fccb.net • www.fccb.net 

Facebook: facebook.com/fccbucc 

Twitter: @BhamUCC 

Office Hours: 9:00 am-5:00 pm 

LEAD PASTOR: Sharon Benton 

PASTOR FOR YOUTH, YOUNG ADULTS,  

& MISSION: Davi Weasley 

MINISTER OF CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 

Sharry Nyberg 

MINISTER OF MUSIC: Lucy Bledig 

NURSERY ATTENDANT: Lisa Harbine 

ORGANIST: Judy Widrig 

OFFICE MANAGER: Cydne Cochran 

ACCOUNTANT: Renée Relin 

CUSTODIAN/MAINTENANCE: Kurt Aagard 

CARE ADMIN. SUPPORT: Laura Norton 

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE:  

Alanna Steele  

HEALTH MINISTER: Carol Nicolay 

MODERATOR: Bill Henkel 

VICE MODERATOR: Beth Tyne 

PAST MODERATOR: Caryl Dunavan 

CLERK: TBA 

TREASURER: Laurie Hoyt 

HISTORIAN: Stacy Miller 

OneLicense #A-718199  

CCS #12615 

Open and Affirming (ONA):  As an Open 

and  Affirming congregation believing in a 

loving God, all people are welcome in this 

church without regard to gender, race, 

ethnicity, economic or  social status, sexual 

orientation, or gender identity. 

We Try To Use Language which will help 

people feel included in our worship. Since 

not everyone is comfortable with the same 

language, we invite you to amend the 

words of the service as we sing and pray if 

they do not adequately express your faith. 

We invite you to assist us in creating new 

expressions of our common faith and life 

together. 

Technical Support: If you need help 

streaming our worship services or 

connecting in other ways, please let us 

know. 

Virtual Appointments  
with Pastoral Staff 

In the before time, our pastoral staff were 

available by appointment. In COVID-19 

time, they are available for virtual 

meetings by appointment. Contact them 

by email or call the pastoral care line,  

360-733-4255 

Sharon: sharon@fccb.net 

Davi: davi@fccb.net 

Sharry:  sharry@fccb.net 

You can also email our Office Manager 

Cydne at office@fccb.net  

and she’ll pass your message on. 


