
 

 

Faces of Our Faith 

Facing Trouble — Rahab 

July 30, 2023 



 

 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 30, 2023 10:00 am 

“Being deeply loved by someone gives you strength,  

while loving someone deeply gives you courage.”  

 

~ Lao Tzu 

Prelude   Eva Sauvé 

Welcome & Announcements  Sharon Benton 

We love children in worship—their noises and wiggles are welcome, too. There are pillows in the 

front where they can see the instruments and participate fully, or the coloring, book, and play area is 

available in the corner near the windows. Their movements back and forth are a joy for us. 

Ringing of the Bell   

The Story  Sharon Benton 

*Call to Worship  Jim Hollander 

 One:  You who keep us safe through the years, 

 All: Help us to cling to you in the midst of other claims of safety 

 One:  Keep us safe when we are afraid 

 All: and bless the fears that lead us towards health. 

 One:  Keep us safe when there are strangers all around us 

 All: and teach us how to become neighbors. 

 One:  Keep us safe in the midst of doubt  

 All: and help us learn how to love the questions.  

 One:  Keep us safe in these times of trouble  

 All: and help us become places of safety for all . 

*Hymn 309 (black hymnal) “We Are Your People” Whitfield 

   *Rise in body or spirit 



 

 

  We Are a Nurturing, Beloved Community 

Moment for Ministry  Leadership Team 

Passing the Peace  Davi Weasley 

 One:  May the Peace of Christ be with you.  

 All: And also with you.  

Sung Response 476 (black hymnal) “How Can I Keep from Singing” Endless Song 
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A Reading from Right Now! Real Kids Speaking Up for Change Jim Hollander 

  “Sophie Cruz” 

Prayers of the People  Sharon Benton 

The Prayer of Jesus 

 We invite you to use the language for God that is most comfortable for you:  

 “Our Creator,” “Our Father” or “Our Mother.” 

If you have a prayer request you’d like to share confidentially with our pastors,  
have added to the confidential prayer list, or spoken aloud in worship,  

go to www.fccb.net/contact-us/ to send a message or call the church to talk with a pastor. 

Anthem  “One Voice” by Ruth Moody 

  Kay Marsh, Jeanne Quinn, Leslee Probasco—Vocals 

  Craig Jennings—Guitar 

  We Are Growing Authentic, Christian Faith 

A Reading from Scripture Joshua 2:1-24 Jim Hollander 

  New Revised Standard Version 

  

Our Creator 
 who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done on earth  
 as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil, 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, 
 and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 



 

 

Scripture Response  Jim Hollander 

 One:  For the Word of God in scripture, 

  for the Word of God among us, 

  for the Word of God within us: 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

Time with Children  Ted and Susan Huffman 

Response  772 (black hymnal) “Nothing Can Trouble” Taizé 

Sermon  “Facing Trouble: Rahab Davi Weasley 

  Crimson Cords” 

Hymn 497 (black hymnal) “Guide My Feet” Guide My Feet 

  We are Living Christ-Inspired Action 

Sabbatical Sending  Davi Weasley 

 Today is Pastor Davi Weasley’s final Sunday before beginning sabbatical August 1—

 October 31. We will welcome them back on Sunday, November 5. 

Introduction  Mark Schofield 

Sending Liturgy  Moderator 

One: Davi, we the gathered community of First Congregational Church of Bellingham, 

 United Church of Christ bring our spirits together to send you on your sabbatical 

 journey. We pray that you will have wisdom, courage, and peace as you rest, 

 travel, learn, and grow. We will pray a blessing on you, but first some questions 

 to affirm our covenant— 

 Will you hold our congregation in your heart and prayers as you take this time 

 away from ministry among us? 

Davi:  With God’s help, I will. 



 

 

One: Will you refrain from offering pastoral services to members of the congregation 

 during this sabbatical time, so that you can focus on rest and on your inner work? 

Davi: With God’s help, I will. 

One: Will you bring your whole heart and body to your call for this sacred time, 

 learning more about who God is for you by learning more about your own 

 heritage? 

Davi: With God’s help, I will. 

One: Will you honor your own needs, and those of your family, in the midst of study, 

 travel, and discernment? 

Davi: With God’s help, I will. 

One: And will you return to share the fruits of your experience with First 

 Congregational Church when your sabbatical has ended? 

Davi: With God’s help, I will! 

One: And to the congregation: 

 Will you hold Pastor Davi in your prayers while they are resting, traveling, 

 learning, and growing? 

Congregation: With God’s help, we will. 

One: Will you refrain from contacting Pastor Davi during their sabbatical, and seek 

 care, comfort, and advice from other sources? 

Congregation: With God’s help, we will. 

One: Will you seek your own growth, learning, and rest while Pastor Davi is on 

 sabbatical, and will you welcome them warmly when they return? 

Congregation: With God’s help, we will. 

One: I invite you to pray with me: God, we now bless and send Pastor Davi on this 

 sabbatical journey. We pray that it will be—for them and for us—a time of 

 meaning, a time of challenge, a time of renewal, and a time of wonder. Bless their 

 curiosity, bless their justice-seeking, bless their passion, and bless their wisdom. 

 May they return to us blessed by the time away, and blessed by the opportunity 

 to come back to pastoral leadership here. 

 Thanks be to God! Amen. 

Symbolic Response 

 Davi removes their stole to signify that they are laying down their responsibilities 

 to this congregation throughout the sabbatical period; they will take that yoke 

 back up upon their return. 
 



 

 

*Hymn  “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” Truro 

   

*Benediction   Sharon Benton 

Postlude  Eva Sauvé 

Please stay for coffee in the Social Hall, or grab a cup and join the  

“Going Deeper” conversation about today’s service and/or sermon  

in the Mount Baker Room. 

 Head Usher: Janet Ott 



 

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
United Church of Christ  

An Open & Affirming Congregation 

2401 Cornwall Avenue, Bellingham, WA 98225 

Church Office: 360-734-3720 

24/7 Emergency Pastoral Care: 360-733-4255 

office@fccb.net • www.fccb.net 

Facebook: facebook.com/fccbucc 

Twitter: @BhamUCC 

Summer Office Hours: M-Th, 10:00 am-4:00 pm 

LEAD PASTOR: Sharon Benton, she/her 

PASTOR: Davi Weasley, they/them 

INTERIM MINISTERS OF FAITH FORMATION: 

Ted, he/him & Susan Huffman, she/her 

MINISTER OF MUSIC: Lucy Bledig, she/her 

ORGANIST: Judy Widrig, she/her 

ACCOUNTANT: Erin Kennedy, she/her 

OFFICE MANAGER: Cydne Cochran, she/her 

OFFICE ASSISTANT: Monica Morton, she/her 

CUSTODIAN/MAINTENANCE:  

Kurt Aagard, he/him 

WORSHIP MEDIA COORDINATOR:  

Georgia Drost, she/they 

MODERATOR: Mark Schofield 

VICE MODERATOR: Scott Ward, he/him 

PAST MODERATOR: Beth Tyne 

CLERK: Janet Malley 

TREASURER: Craig Jennings 

HISTORIAN: Stacy Miller 

OneLicense #A-718199  

CCS #12615 

 

Open and Affirming (ONA): As an Open 

and Affirming congregation believing in a 

loving God, all people are welcome in this 

church without regard to gender, race, 

ethnicity, economic or social status, sexual 

orientation, or gender identity. 

We Try To Use Language which will help 

people feel included in our worship. Since 

not everyone is comfortable with the same 

language, we invite you to amend the 

words of the service as we sing and pray if 

they do not adequately express your faith. 

We invite you to assist us in creating new 

expressions of our common faith and life 

together. 

Technical Support: If you need help 

streaming our worship services or 

connecting in other ways, please let us 

know. 

Appointments with  
Pastoral Staff 

Pastoral staff are available by 

appointment virtually, or in person  

with masks. Contact them by email or 

call the pastoral care line,  

360-733-4255. 

Sharon sharon@fccb.net 

Davi: davi@fccb.net 

You can also email our Office Manager 

Cydne at office@fccb.net  

and she’ll pass your message on. 


