STRUGGLE AND CONFLICT

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 439

Martin Luther, ¢, 1529

Ps. 46
Transl. Frederick H. Hedge, 1853; adapt. Ruth Duck, 1981
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1 A might-y for - tress is our God, a bul-wark nev - er fail - ing,

2 Did we in our own strengthcon-fide, our striv-ing wouldbe los - ing,
3 And though this world with dev - ils filled should threat-en to wun - do us,
4 That word be-yond all earth - ly powersfor - ev -er is a - bid - ing;
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Our pres-ent help a - mid the flood of mor-tal ills pre - vail - ing.

But there is one who takesour side, the One of God’sown choos - ing.
We will not fear for ~ God has willed the truth to tri - umph through  us.

The Spir-it and the gifts are ours, for Christis with us sid - ing.
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For still our an-cient foe does seek to workus woe with craft and pow - er
You ask who that may  be? Christ Je - sus sets us free! With might-y power to
The powers of e - vil  grim, we trem-ble not for them; their rage we can en -
Let goods and kin-dred go, this mor-tal life al - so; the bod-y they may
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great, and armed with cru-el - hate, on earth with-out an e - qual.
save, vic - to - rious o’er the grave, Christ will pre-vail tri - um - phant.
dure, for lo, their doomis sure: one lit - tle word shall fell them.
kill; God’s truth shall tri-umph still; God’s reign en-dures for - ev -  er.

There is speculation that this psalm paraphrase was written Tune: EIN’FESTE BURG (isometric) 8.7.8.7.6.6.6.6.7.
in 1527 when Martin Luther’s friend was burned at the stake, ’ Martin Luther, c. 1529
or in 1529, when Lutheran German princes protested the Harm. The New Hymnal for American Youth, 1930; alt.
revocation of their liberties. It has been translated into more For another version, see 440
than fifty languages.



God of Grace and God of Glory 436

Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1930; alt.
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1 God of grace and God  of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 From the e - vils that sur - round us and as - sail the
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Set our feet on loft - y plac - es; gird our lives that
5 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your power;  crown your an - cient church-’s sto - ry;
Sav - ior’s ways, from the fears that  long have bound us—
your con - trol. Shame our reck - less, self - ish glad - ness,
they may be ar - mored with all Christ - like  grac - es,
we de - plore; let the search for  your sal - wva - tion
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bring its bud to glo-rious flower. Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age,
free our hearts for faith and praise. Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age,
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age,
in the fight to set us free. Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age,
be our glo - ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis - dom,  grant us cour - age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
make our bro-ken spir-its whole, make our bro - ken spir - its  whole.
in the quest for lib-er - ty, in the quest for lib -er - ty.
serv - ing you whom we a - dore, serv -ing you whom we a - dore.
Harry Emerson Fosdick, a prophetic preacher and writer, taught Tune: CWM RHONDDA 8.7.8.7.8.7.7.
at Union Theological Seminary from 1915 to 1946. This hymn John Hughes, c. 1907

was written for the opening service and dedication of Riverside
Church, New York City, which he served for twenty years.



